
 
 
Press Release                                May 20, 2008 
For Immediate Release                Contact: Debbie Cesta 
                          336-714-7109 
                 www.sciworks.org 

 
 

SciWorks’ Grand Opening of New PhysicsWorks Gallery! 
 

Saturday, May 31st 
11am – 5pm 

 
 
Winston-Salem, NC Ð SciWorksÕ PhysicsWorks Gallery, closed for the past several weeks, will 
reopen on May 31st with all new exhibits!  With funds received through SciWorks ÒSciVisionÓ capital 
campaign, PhysicsWorks has been transformed into a laboratory of sorts, with several stations of 
hands-on exhibits Ð each explaining a concept of physics, which is the scientific study of the 
interaction of matter and energy.   
 
Families will enjoy learning together Ð as they manipulate Òsimple machinesÓ that make work easier.  
What is work?  It is the amount of force times the distance an object is moved.  Pulleys, inclined 
planes, gears, and fulcrums Ð all simple machines that make ÒworkÓ easier, requiring less force.  
Young children will enjoy their own section in PhysicsWorks Ð the ÒTot SpotÓ Ð with a tricycle 
generator and other components specially designed with the preschool age child in mind. 
 
In the light, color, and optics area, visitors will enjoy the ÒCaptured ShadowÓ room.  Step inside.  A 
light will flash and your shadow will be captured on a wall that is coated with photosensitive material.  
Play the ÒLaser Light ChallengeÓ and learn the concept behind laser lights.  The mechanics area 
features the Bernoulli Disk and the Bernoulli Blower, the Wright Flyer (yep Ð thatÕs Orville and 
WilburÕs plane!), and the ever-popular SciWorks Air Chair.  In the motion and dynamics area, see and 
feel how the gyroscope works Ð step inside the arena and spin a bicycle wheel while holding its axle 
with both hands.  Sit on the bicycle seat while still holding the spinning wheel.  Feel the force of the 
gyroscope as you try to tilt the wheel from side to side.  And, in the perception area, youÕll be amazed 
that when you spin a disk with a black and white pattern on it, your eyes will actually see colors Ð and 
not black and white!  Wonder why?  Come to SciWorks new PhysicsWorks Gallery to find out! 
 
SciWorks is easy to find - located on Hanes Mill Road just off University Parkway or Highway 52.   
M Ð F 10Ð 4, Sat 11Ð5.  SciWorks Summer hours begin on June 2nd.  Summer hours are M-Sat 10am Ð 
5pm, thru Labor Day.  SciWorks is closed on Sundays.  SciWorks admission fees are as follows:  
Adults $10, seniors and students (ages 6-19) $7, children (ages 2-5) $5. 
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